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of their kind. But from the time when hope dawned upon them in
1885-6, Mr. Gladstone is unaware of a single declaration of the
kind from any person of position or credit.
With regard to the question which Your Majesty describes as
so much disputed, whether Irishmen should have the same
liberties as the people of Great Britain, may it not be asked
whether this dispute is not rather late ; for it was upon the
solemn promise of these equal liberties and laws (which unhappily
has not been kept) that the Irish were exhorted at the period of
the Union to rely, as being the great and solid compensation for
the loss of their native Parliament so much deplored at the time
by Irishmen of all sects and classes.
With respect to the Evicted Tenants Commission Mr.
Gladstone gives full attention to Your Majesty's observation,
and he will take care to draw to it the like attention of the
Chief Secretary1 whom he expects to see in London tomorrow
morning.
Mr. Gladstone in conclusion humbly returns thanks for the
frankness, which is also the greatest kindness, of Your Majesty's
exposition.
1386  (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (3) II, 189-90.)
HAWARDEN. Dec. n. 1892.
Mr. Gladstone . . . with great reluctance apprises Your
Majesty that in consultation with Sir A. Clark he has been brought
to the conclusion, which he had until now hoped to avoid, that
it is prudent for him to go for a short time to Biarritz, in conse-
quence of some return of irregularity in sleep, from which he
suffered more severely some years back. The measure is one of
precaution, and of preparation for approaching labours; and
Mr. Gladstone humbly prays Your Majesty's sanction to it. He
would probably leave London in about a week. He proposes to
remain at Hawarden until Friday morning.
1387                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
WINDSOR CASTLE. Dec. 13.1892.
By some mistake the Cypher the Queen wished to send Mr.
Gladstone was not sent off yesterday as was intended, which
i Mr, J. Morley.